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Hi-fi buffs and amateur
audiophiles have always
been enchanted by exotic

cables. Much of this is down to
naivety and sheer tone paranoia,
but those crafty cable companies
know how to push our buttons. 

Zaolla’s microphone cable
and unbalanced instrument
cable for guitar or bass feature
solid silver conductors, which
Zaolla asserts ‘exhibits
transmission properties far
beyond that of the highest-
quality oxygen-free copper’.
There’s also lashings of shielding
to keep the signal as pure and
interference-free as possible. 

The microphone cable’s
silver signal conductors work in
conjunction with enamel-coated
copper windings to maximise the
surface area inside the cable and
ensure high frequencies (which
travel near the surface of the
cable) are not compromised. The
idea is to produce a ‘decrease in
high-frequency smearing and
other time-based phase or
amplitude-induced signal

degradation’. Zaolla cables 
also feature specially designed
gold-plated connectors.

But do all these features
really make a difference to the
sound? In the case of the
instrument cable, the answer is a
resounding yes. Compared to
our ever-faithful Whirlwind
cables, the Zaolla cable made
our guitars sound fatter, deeper
and very slightly louder. The
overall impression was of a
stronger signal with smoother,
less edgy high frequencies. All in
all, it’s much like a good pickup
upgrade. Unfortunately, the
same could not be said for the
microphone cable. In A/B tests
with some common-or-garden
Canford Audio cables, we could
discern no difference at all. HP

Manufacturer Zaolla

Prices Mic cable M10 (10ft) £49,
M20 (20ft) £82, Guitar cable GR10
(10ft) £30, GR20 (20ft) £48

Contact Hand In Hand 
01579 326 155

Web www.zaolla.com

VERDICT
The instrument cable makes a
difference, but we’re not so sure
about the microphone cable
MICROPHONE CABLE

! ! ! ! ! ! !! !  
INSTRUMENT CABLE

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  

RECOMMENDED

Zaolla 
Silverline Cables

Greg Adams’ Big Band
Brass is the latest release
in the Performance Loops

series, which takes performances
of complete songs and slices
them into loops to provide
samples and loops which don’t
have the stale feel inherent in
many other samples collections.

This latest release takes a
number of recordings made by
producer Stephen Sherrard with
the Greg Adams Jazz Orchestra
and provides the user with more
than 4,600 loops and samples cut
from the original recordings. The
complete song is included
alongside the loops and samples
to help the user identify where the
samples originated from and how
they can be used in a mix.

The theory behind this
method of sampling is simple:
while recording loops can be a
boring experience for the
musician – resulting in stale
samples – a full recording
environment can stimulate a
performer – and if the recording is
good enough to be used by Greg
Adams, then it should be good
enough for everyone else. While
not all theories work in practice,

of course, the samples that make
up Greg Adams’ Big Band Brass
go some way to support this one
– they’re brimming with energy
and swing.

Everything needed to create
a big-band jazz track can be
found here, although why anyone
would want to create big-band
music from samples we can’t
think. These samples are much
more likely to be found in hip hop
or dance tracks. MH

Publisher Big Fish Audio

Price £57

Contact Time+Space 01837 55200

Web www.timespace.com

VERDICT
While big-band composers are
unlikely to turn to a samples
collection, if hip hop or dance is
your bag, this collection could
seriously enliven your sound.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !! !

Greg Adams’ 
Big Band Brass

A lthough many companies
provide suspension
mounts as standard, most

fit only one microphone. If you
want to use a different
microphone, you’re stuck with a
standard clip – unless you have a
universal shockmount. 

Enhanced Audio reckons its
M600 is among the best and 
will improve the sound of your

mics, too. Six thumbscrew
adjustable pads gently clasp the
body of the microphone. 

We tried it with a variety of
mics, including a Neumann Gefell
CMV563, an Oktava MC012 and a
Beyerdynamic M160. Both the
Beyerdynamic and the Oktava
had very basic mic clips with no
isolation. The differences between
the recordings made with
standard clips and those made
with the M600 were remarkable. 

We were struck by a greater
sense of clarity and transparency.
The midrange sounded far
smoother and less coloured with
the M600 and the bass notes
sounded deeper and more solid.

To our ears, the high frequencies
remained fairly consistent, but
overall the M600 recordings were
best described as sounding
cleaner and less spongy. 

Our Neumann already had a
suspension mount so we were
expecting very little difference
when using the M600. The
improvement was still evident,
but far less pronounced. 

If the M600 seems expensive,
check out the prices of Neumann,
AKG or Blue mounts. It is also
better made than most and will
work with just about any mic.
Quite how it works is a mystery,
but it certainly justifies the
manufacturer’s claims. HP

Manufacturer Enhanced Audio

Price See website for latest price

Contact 
Enhanced Audio +353 1 843 1602

Web www.enhancedaudio.ie

An attractive and practical
microphone clip that can
accommodate any microphone
and improve its sound. We don’t
know why it works, but it works!

! ! ! ! ! ! !! !!

VERDICT

Enhanced Audio M600 
UNIVERSAL MICROPHONE MOUNT
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